
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

      Our new sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew” , will 

consist of several sub-series. The first, called “Looking Back, Saving Forward,” is based on Jesus’ 

genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17. Today’s sermon, “Son of David”, is the second in the series. You 

will find an order of service of Page 4. You might think genealogies are really dry and boring.  

Not this one!  It reveals the powerful ways that God works in our lives and in the world. It 

may be unlike any Advent sermon series that you have ever heard. 
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This will 

give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share 

the sermons based on parts of book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome! Please contact the Church Office 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks 

     & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance:  

      Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services:  Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, December 4:  

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service: Christmas Cantata 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship Service  

  5:00 p.m. The Polar Express PJ Party for Children 

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Ministry 

  7:30 p.m.  College Ministry  

 

Monday, December 5: 

  9:00 a.m.           Finals Brunch for College Students 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, December 6: 

  10:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board 

        Noon Ladies Christmas Luncheon 

    6:00 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday, December 7: 

   7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, December 8: 

    7:30 p.m. Contemporary Band Practice 

                                               COMING UP 

Sunday, December 11:  All Church Celebration! 

      9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

    10:05 a.m. Combined Worship Service w/Children’s Program 

    11:15 a.m. Fellowship Lunch followed by Visitation  

  of Homebound                    
 

    Christmas Gifts for Bowie Are Due  



Budget for 2016 =     $ 777,000.00 

Received This Week =              $     8,636.23 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    77,878.31 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  700,144.69 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget=   $    -2,143.77 

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =             $   38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $   39,560.92 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Charles Dortch 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

College students as they are 

taking exams & traveling  

Prayers:  

                   

 

 

Presence and Gifts: 11.27.2016 

To learn more about ways to give, visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust at 

672-7893 or via email at  mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

 McMurry Outreach… Contact Kyle Watson at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org if interested in feeding 

college students during Christmas Break! 

Service:  

9 a.m. Traditional Service: 212  

 11 a.m. Contemporary Service: 136  

Sunday School: 174 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 

more about Adult Sunday School 

classes, contact Amy Wilson Feltz at 

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



Connections: Nine to Ninety-Nine 
      I often hear people use the word Alive to 

describe life at Aldersgate, and I could not 

agree more. From the newborn babies in the 

nursery to our homebound members who are 

not physically able to be with us for Sunday 

morning worship, this church is full of so 

much life. Our church has been experiencing 

tremendous growth and change over the past 

few years, including the addition of the contemporary worship service. With these two worship 

services, taking place at two different times, it is easy to feel like our church is divided by age or 

worship preferences. However, the reality is that we are one church.  

      This Advent and Christmas season, a group of staff and lay people collaborated in a photo show 

titled Nine To Ninety-Nine: Many Generations. Many Stories. One Church. Our hope is to tell the larger story 

of Aldersgate by sharing the individual stories and photos of some of our members whose ages range 

from 9 to 99. This show will premiere next Sunday, December 11th, for our All-Church Christmas 

Celebration. (See schedule below.) 

      As we gather for lunch, you will find the tables wrapped in paper, with markers and crayons 

available for you to share your story as well. Use your phones to snap shots of yourself and others 

enjoying the fellowship lunch, and share with us by using the hashtag #ninetoninetynine. Not sure 

what exactly a hashtag is? That’s OK! We will also have a few disposable cameras at each table that 

you can use to snap photos. The storytelling will continue as some of you go to visit our 

homebound members who are not able to be with us. The gift for these members this year will be a 

disposable camera and journal. Our hope is that you will use these to continue the picture taking and 

storytelling during your visit. As we worship 

as one church next week, I challenge you to 

meet someone that you do not know and to 

take this opportunity to see how God is at 

work in all generations of this church. In doing 

this, my hope is that you would see the life of 

this community and remember that your 

presence and your story are an important part 

of this church.  — Jessica Watson 



College Ministry: Bags & Brunch
      Today marks the beginning of the last week 

of the university semester for our college 

students. This also means that most of these 

students are feeling high levels of stress while 

they study for final exams and complete other 

final assignments for their classes. In response 

to this stressful season, we at Aldersgate will 

offer small study bags to students today after 

each service. These study bags are available in the Welcome Center. Tomorrow morning, December 

5th, a volunteer team will assemble to serve a warm breakfast to students from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. Students will be able to enjoy breakfast casseroles, fresh fruit, famous pancakes 

made by Pastor Steve, coffee and juice and perhaps a movie playing on the screens. 

      In both of these efforts, we hope to reflect God’s love for college students and to remind these 

students that they have a place to belong within our church. — Kyle Watson 

Staff Christmas Gifts 
“I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” –Ephesians 1:16 

      Let us keep this verse in mind as we continue to give thanks for the amazing staff of AUMC!  It 

is an annual tradition here at Aldersgate for the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) to work 

with our congregation to provide monetary gifts to our staff during the Christmas season not only 

to thank them, support them and show our love and appreciation for all of the work and dedication 

they put into our church home each and every day, but also to continue our journey toward God’s 

calling for each of us to give whole-heartedly, without holding back.   

      Therefore, each of you are invited and encouraged to donate monetarily to the staff Christmas 

gifts this year. Your donations will be collected from today through December 11, and may be 

either brought/sent to the church office during the week or placed in the offering plates or baskets 

on Sunday. (Please denote “Staff Gifts” on the memo line on your checks). 

Our staff at Aldersgate is so wonderful and do so much for us each and 

every day, so please help celebrate the true SPIRIT of the season by 

contributing to this year’s Christmas gifts from our congregation to the 

following staff members:  Susan Acosta, John Bolden, Alayna Brooks, Steve 

Brooks, Mary Chavez Lust, Van Hayes, Daniel Mathis, Amber Redman, 

Carol Rogers, Robert Sandoval, David Wallis, Jessica Watson, Kyle Watson, 

and Amy Wilson Feltz.                         — Staff-Parish Relations Committee 



      Last Sunday, we 

began a new sermon 

series, “With God’s Son: 

Following our Rabbi 

through the Gospel of 

Matthew,” and it is 

going to prove to be quite epic as we move 

through Matthew in our worship services 

during the next 18 months. Matthew is one of 

the four major accounts of the life of Jesus. It 

is far more than mere biography. It reveals the 

best news the world has ever received . . . 

News so good that it was good then, is good 

now and will be good forever for all people!   

      The main thing that Matthew wants us to 

understand about Jesus right from the start 

(1:23) all the way to the ultimate climactic 

conclusion (28:20) is that God is with us. It is 

the most profound reality about Jesus and 

certainly the most scandalous. The whole 

book is intended to be read, followed and 

applied to our lives through the ultimate 

reality that God is with us. 

      The powerful, loving, healing and 

reorienting work of God is not far away from 

us, but is with us. God is with us where we 

are. We certainly do not have to get our 

“spiritual act” together before God can work 

in our lives, because, again, God is already 

with us and at work.  

      The best way we can respond to this 

radical truth is to acknowledge it regularly. I 

do this during prayer. As I sit in silence, I place 

my hand on my knee and envision Jesus sitting 

beside me placing his hand on top of mine in a 

gesture of assurance, calmness, protection and 

guidance. I am not alone! I am safe! 

      Have you ever thought about what Jesus 

wants for Christmas? It’s his birthday after all.  

I think Matthew would say that Jesus would 

want for us to acknowledge and trust his 

presence. As John Wesley said on his 

deathbed, “The best of all is, God is with us.”  

      How can you be more intentional this 

Advent and Christmas season about slowing 

down and offering Jesus the deep 

acknowledgement of his presence with you? It 

will be a true gift to Jesus, a true gift to you 

and at true gift to others. 

They shall call his name Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”  Matthew 1:23b 



2 Samuel 7:11b-16 
 

(Genesis 3:15, Genesis 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:25-29, Jerimiah 29:10-14) 

(2 Samuel 7) 

(Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 20:31)    

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  --Matthew 11:28-30-- 


